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Reviews 377 

LITERARY CRITICISM 

Literature: Its Principles and Problems. By Theodore W. Hunt, 
Professor of English in Princeton University. New York: Funk & Wag- 
nails Company. 1906. 

Professor Hunt's book is far-reaching in subject-matter. In 
its general purview, it wishes to give a definition of literature, 
lay down the guiding principles in its interpretation, explain its 
scope and spirit, show the methods and mission of literary study, 
and point out the relations between literature on the one side 
and on the other science, philosophy, politics, ethics, the arts, 
etc., etc. Then follows a discussion of the general literary spe- 
cies, both poetic types and prose forms. Some phases resulting 
from a practical application of the method is seen in the hints on 
some of the open questions in literature, the theory of the He- 
braic and Hellenic spirit, and the place of literature in education. 

This scheme is doubtless somewhat old-fashioned, and looks 
not a little like the older philosophies of literature. There are, 
however, unquestionably, many useful hints and happy sugges- 
tions. The chief fault of the presentation, almost inherent in a 
work of this sort, is that it reads too far like class-notes, a sylla- 
bus of the thing it treats rather than a full, free exposition. 
The exposition that does most service is the one that will take a 
few fixed principles and work these out clearly and thoughtfully, 
being cast in as perfect literary form as may be. 

The material in this one book, fully developed, would fill a 
whole set of volumes. None the less it is certain that the main 
thesis here presented is correct : Literature as a serious study of 
college and university, nay, of fullest maturity, is becoming more 
and more one of the most vital concerns of all education and of 
life. 

The Study of the Novel. By Selden L. Whitcomb, Associate Profes- 
sor in the University of Kansas. Boston: D. C. Heath & Co. 1905. 

A Course in Narrative. By Gertrude Buck, Associate Professor in Vas- 
sar College, and Elizabeth Woodbridge Morris. New York: Henry Holt 
& Company. 1906. 

The subject of fiction will not have done, and the college pro- 
fessor has taken to dealing with it seriously. The novel has 



